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 (DISCIPLES     OF CHRIST) 

Coffee  

Fellowship 

9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  

for all ages 

9:15 a.m. 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

Annual Bazaar & Harvest Supper 
Saturday, November14 

 Itôs time for our annual BAZAAR and HARVEST SUPPER. If you 
would like to make (or buy) something to donate for our craft sale, it 
will be appreciated. The bazaar and bake sale will start at 3:00 p.m.  
 

We have a bake sale where  cookies, candies, breads of all kinds, 
rolls, pies, cakes, jams and jellies are sold. Can you think of anything 
you can make or bake?  
Our ROAST BEEF SUPPER is served from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Our 
roast beef menu includes salad bar, mashed potatoes and gravy, home
-grown sweet-corn, green beans, bread, iced tea, coffee and pie for 
dessert.  
Adults-$10.00/ Children 6-12-$5.00 / Children 5 & under-free.   

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US!    
Any questions about the various activities, call -966-2587. 

November 1 is All Saints Sunday, the day for 
remembering those we have loved and who have passed from 
our earthly presence. Ecclesiastes 3 says; ñFor everything there 
is a seasonéa time to be born and a time to die.ò  On All Saints 
Sunday we honor those who have  completed their seasons here 
on earth. 
Also on that day we will dedicate memorials that have been 
given in memory of those who have died since November of 
2014.  Those whose memorials are being 
dedicated this year are: Dick Thomas and 
Max Ingle as well as memorials used for 
new landscaping this year from  
Herb Miller and Velma Rinehart. 

Bible Sunday-  Nov. 15 
One of the things for which we 
are very thankful is the gift of 
the Word of God. To help our 
children get into a good habit 
of reading, we will present 
Youth Bibles to our 2nd grade 
class, plus any older children 
who have not received one. 
The children we know will receive a bible are  
Brayden Poller, Rylie Beattie, Addison Nelson ,  
Grace Davis, Gavin Thompson. 
 
(If you know of any child who should receive their 
bible this year, please call the church office,      
966-2587.) 

November 1 

Outreach AuctionñNov. 29 
It is that time of year to begin thinking and planning for the Outreach 
Auction.  The auction is the venue used by the congregation to raise 
money for local outreach.  All monies raised from this auction are placed 
in a fund to assist families in the South East Polk district who encounter 
emergency assistance for their rent, utilities, etc. Any family in this area 
is eligible for assistance once each year.   We are hoping that you are 
able to be a part of our outreach efforts by either: 

¶ a donation of an item(s) 

¶ a donation of a service(s) 

¶ a donation of baked goods 

¶ or by attending and purchasing items at the auction 
Last year we exceeded our goal of $5,500!  This year we plan 
to keep our goal at $5,500; however, we will gladly accept any 
contributions above and beyond. 
If you are able to provide a donation, please connect with   
Kristen Danley Greiner, Mary Beth Martin, Julie Underwood 
or Beth Sagar. 
If you have never been before, we strongly encourage you to 
come!  It is a night of great fun and fellowship. So save the 
date: November 29, 2015 at 5:30pm -- the meal is being pro-
vided by our wonderful CWF cooks!  See you there! 

The Grief  Support Group will meet at church  
Tuesday, November 10 at 6:30 pm.  (Please note 
we have changed to Tuesday evenings.) 
Please contact the church office with any questions.  



 In the book of Revelation John the Revelator is 
given a vision of the throne room of God.        
He sees the One on the throne, a rainbow        
surrounding the throne, a crystal sea proceeding 
from the throne, twenty four elders sitting on 
thrones of their own, and four living creatures.  
Whenever the four living creatures gave glory and 
honor to God, the twenty-four elders fell down 
before God and cast their crowns onto the crystal 
sea that proceeds from the throne of God.  They 
all sang a song, declaring God to be worthy.  One 
of the interpretations of this vision is that God is 
worthy to receive honor and glory from all of  
creation and all of redeemed humanity.  Suddenly, 
the author sees a slaughtered Lamb standing in 
the midst of the throne room.  The Lamb was  
declared worthy and the four living creatures and 
twenty four elders sang a new song, declaring that 
the Lamb is worthy.   

 God, it seems, is always doing something new.  
From the very beginning the scriptures show us a 
progressive understanding of a God doing and 
saying new things to Abraham, then to Moses, 
then through the prophets and then through    
Jesus.  Change is a natural part of life.  Change is 
always happening about us and within us.  Our 
bodies, for example, are changing every moment 
of our existence.  The only time change is not 
happening in us is when we die.  Change is also 
happening within the Runnells community.  The 
distance between Altoona and Pleasant Hill isnõt 
as far as it once was.  People are moving into the 
Runnells area, building homes on acreages and the 
surrounding area is changing.  The demographics 
that I looked at shows that the average persons in 
a seven mile area around Runnells are members of 
a younger family.  The parents have an average 

age of 45 and live with two middle aged children.  
This is a change from the way it was years ago.  
Change is happening and the church must change 
to remain relevant and be a meaningful presence.  
I have long believed that the church must become 
òmissional.ó  That is, the church must realize the 
change that is occurring and react positively to it 
and in ways that are relevant and attractive to a 
changing world.  But change is not always easy.   

 I know, because change is happening in me, too.  
As I tried to explain Sunday morning, there seems 
to come a time when people òjust knowó that itõs 
time to move from one chapter of their lives to 
another.  I have enjoyed being your minister.  
There are some things I hope that I have done 
well.  But as with everyone else, there are some 
things in every endeavor that I have not been able 
to do well or at all.  I have been in settled ministry 
for seven years now.  Ministry is rewarding; but it 
can be emotionally and spiritually challenging, 
too.  The truth is, I came to a place these past 
couple of months where I òjust knewó settled 
long term ministry was beginning to wear me out.  
There are gifts that I bring to it; but there are oth-
er things that I am not so good at that seems to 
sap my energy.  I òjust knewó that it was time to 
turn that chapter in my life.  I canõt point to any 
one event or any two or three or five events.  I 
just knew that, for me, it was time to turn to     
different priorities.  For me, those priorities are 
spending time with my family.  (The prospect of 
which of which is scaring my youngest son to 
death!  But revenge can be sweet, canõt it?)   As I 
tried to explain on Sunday, my life seems to have 
been devoted too much to finding affirmation and 
identity in work and as a result, my family came in 
second place more often than they should have. 

 I canõt tell you how much I have appreciated the 
support and affirmation of the congregation.  I 
will always remember the way you accepted us 
with laughter, good natured ribbing and genuine 
affection.  I will always wish and pray the best for 
you.  God bless you.  Godõs very best to all of you 
and I will be seeing you along the way. 

                                                          Pastor Brad Thornton 

  



Please Remember 
the Food Pantry 
this month! 

Caring Hands Food Pantry 
 

In September of 2015, 
279 families came to the 
pantry for assistance, 521 
adults and 305 children, 
making a total of 826 
individuals. A total of 
8,136 lbs. of food was 

given out this month, along with 275 
$8.00 vouchers from Fareway and/or 
Brick Street Market for perishable foods 
such as milk, meat and eggs.  There has 
been lots of produce (green beans,      
peppers, apples) donated as well.  Rent 
assistance checks for $985.00 were written 
as well as utility checks for $1,498.02. 
 
 òSimple Supperó is provided for our food 
pantry clients the last Monday of each 
month from 5:30 ð 6:30 p.m.  This dinner 
is held at Adventure-Life Church, but is 

provided by churches, organizations 
and families in the SEP area. The 
meal in October will be provided by 
Kim Beyers, and in November Dee 
Bucklin is providing the meal. 
 
Statistics for the Clothes Hanger for    
September are:  161 families assisted ð 
(315 adults and 206 children) totaling 521 
individuals. Clothing items totaled 2,337 
and household items 52. 
 
On behalf of our clients, we say, òThank 
You,ó to all of the individuals, churches, 
businesses, schools, and organizations for 
your generous donations of food, money 
and time, and we pray your lives will be 
richly blessed.   
 
                          From Caring Hands newsletter 
               

 

Do you know  
someone in need of  
assistance in the  
SEP school district?  

 
Regular food pantry 

hours:  
 

Monday & Wednesday  
4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 
9:00 am-11:00 am 

Donated   
October 2015 

$50.00 

Food Pantry Challenge Report  The month of  October we hosted a Food Pantry        

Challenge to see which Iowa school has the biggest fan base at RCC. Our big winner for the second 
year in a row was Iowa State University Of  course the biggest winners are the clients of  the Caring 
Hands Food Pantry who received your generous donations. Thanks to everyone who donated! 

Caring Hands Food Pantry  

Please consider helping at the Food Pantry. Runnells Christian Church furnishes 2 volunteers on the third Monday 
of the month from 4-6 pm. If you are in high school at SEP, this would qualify for the Silver Cord program. 

Items especially  
needed this month:  

 

Cream of Chicken Soup 
Cream of Mushroom Soup 

(Small Cans) 

7 veggies 
24 soup 
11 pkg mashed potatoes 
1 hamburger helper 
4 mac n cheese 
20 bars soap 
10 cereal 
5 misc. 
2 feminine hygiene products 
1 can chicken 
6 Dinty Moore beef stew 
2 spaghetti 
6 chili 
6 pasta  
3 shampoo 
5 rice 
 

22 veggies 
20 bars soap 
1 soup 
13 shampoo 
7 toothbrushes 
2 jello 
5 misc. 
1 cereal 
5 soup 
1 chicken 
1 salmon 
1 peanut butter 
 

32 soap 
2 feminine hygiene products 
2 veggies 
9 rolls toilet paper 
3 shampoo 
2 deodorant 
2 toothpaste 
2 toothbrushes 
1 floss 
$20.00 
 



Chi- Rho and CYF News 

 
October was off to a running start for the Chi Rho and CYF at the 
Caring Hands Hunger Run. Myles Beattie won third place in the 12 
and under division. Youth group runners were Carly Phipps, Charlie 
Roberts, Jane Nelson, McKenna Phillips, and Myles Beattie. Repre-
senting the up and coming youth was Zach Funk. Participants from 
the congregation were Lynn Phipps, Lacey Nelson, Mike Miller, Tif-
fany Phillips and Katie Temple. The weather was blustery but the 
race was a great way to raise funds and awareness for Caring Hands. 
Pumpkinville was our second meeting in October. There was a won-
derful crowd of youth and members of the congregation and their 
families. The maze was daunting, the food was plentiful and the fire 
was awesome. 
November will be a service month for the youth groups. On the first 

we will be making cookie mix in a jar, tying fleece blankets and paint-

ing chairs for the church bazaar and the outreach auction. On the 15th 

the youth will be going door-to-door in Runnells to collect food for 

the Food Pantry. Please bring donations to the church if you 
would like to contribute but donõt reside in Runnells. The meet-

ings will be held at the church from 5:30-7:30. Supper will be provid-

ed and friends are welcome.  Submitted by Katie Temple 
Leaders: CYF -Mike and Deb Bracewell 

Chi RhoñMike Miller, Julie Underwood,  
Katie Temple 

Book Group News    

We will meet November 24, at 7:00 pm to 
discuss the book,  A Winterõs Dream by 
Richard Paul Evans.  
(From the Prologue of A Winter Dream) 
The story I'm about to share with you be-
gins with a dream. . . . Whether the dream 
was prophetic or the cause of all that happened, I'll never know. 
But for years, I kicked myself for telling the dream to my father, 
who, for reasons I'll never understand, chose to share it with my 
eleven brothers. Joseph Jacobson is the twelfth of thirteen sib-
lings, all of whom are employed by their father's successful Col-
orado advertising company. But underneath the success runs a 
poisonous undercurrent of jealousy; Joseph is his father's favor-
ite and the focus of his brothers' envy and hatred. When the 
father seems ready to anoint Joseph as his heir, the brothers 
make their move, forcing Joseph from the company and his 
Denver home, severing his ties to his parents and ending his 
relationship with his soon-to-be fianceé. Alone and lonely, Jo-
seph must start a new life. 
Joseph joins a Chicago advertising agency where his creativity 
helps him advance high up in the company. He also finds hope 
for a lasting love with April, a kind woman with a secret. How-
ever, all secrets hold consequences, and when Joseph learns the 
truth about Aprilõs past, his world is again turned upside down. 
Finally, Joseph must confront his own difficult past in order to 
make his dreams for the future come true.  A Winter Dream is 
an ingenious modern retelling of the Old Testament story of 
Joseph and the coat of many colors by the master of the holiday 
novel.                   Everyone is invited and welcome!                              
 

 
  

Poinsettia Order Form 
 
In order to decorate our church for     

Christmas, we are offering the opportunity 
to   order a poinsettia. Poinsettias may be     
dedicated in memory of a loved one or  in 
honor of a living person.  You are        
welcome to take your poinsettia home  
after worship on Christmas Eve. 

 

Last day to Order  
is Sunday, December 6. 

 

6 İò Poinsettia   # ___ @ $9.00 
 
Total   $ _____________ 
 
Ordered by:  
 
________________________________ 
 
In Memory 
of :_____________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
In Honor of:  
________________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
Checks payable to Runnells Christian 
Church or RCC with Poinsettia  
written in the memo area. 

 

Along with your check, orders may be    
left in the church office or placed                

in the collection plate. 

We need help Decorating! 
 
Sunday, Nov. 22 after worship and 
Saturday, November 28 starting at 
9:30a.m. we will be decorating the 
church for the Hanging of the Greens 
on Sunday, November 29.   
We need lots of helpðpeople who can 
climb ladders, fluff garland and who 
enjoy decorating.   
 
Please come help anytime Sunday 
after worship or Saturday morning.  


