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Please Remember 
the Food Pantry 
this month! 

òFREEWAY  

FRIDAYSó            
Free Coffee,   

Free Treats, Free Smiles 
 Free Curb-Side Service 
Between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.,  pull up to the curb in 
front of Runnells Christian Church for a free cup of cof-

fee or juice and a treat every Friday from  
August 26 through September 16. 

 

If you would like to help with this fun event,  
please call the office! 

 

Prayer Walk  
for our Community 

August 28, 2016    11am-1pm 
 
Do you 
know your 
neighborsñ
whether  
people who 
live on your 
street or work 
in the cubicle 
next to yours? 
Have you taken the initiative to Walk Across the Room  
to them yet?  
The Bible calls us òChristõs ambassadorsó saying it is as if 
God is making His appeal to the worldñto our neigh-
borsñthrough us 2 Corinthians 5:20. If we wonõt pray for 
the people God has placed beside us, who will? Prayer is 
essential if we are to truly make a community impact.  
 
Would you commit to praying for and interceding on  
behalf of your neighbors? Together, as the church, we can 
strategically pray for our community. 
 

One simple way is to become part of the Runnells    
Christian Church prayer walk on August 28, 2016 from  
11:00 am -1:00pm.  
 
We will: 
Ý Hand out walk assignments,  
Ý Walk an hour,  
Ý Return to church light lunch and sharing time. 

 (DISCIPLES     OF CHRIST) 

   
Summer Hours 
thru Labor Day: 

 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Worship 
9:30am  

 
No Sunday School 

until Sept. 11 
 
 

Do you Facebook?  
Be sure to LIKE  

Runnells  
Christian Church & 
Runnells Christian  

Church Youth  
on Facebook!  

Pastoral Search Committee  
If you have any questions, please contact one of the   
following committee members:  
Deb Bracewellð515.669.8739 
Lori Clarkð641.891.3483 
Sherry Johnsonð515.202.0501 
Cindi Larsenð515.669.3447 
Jack Merkleð515.808.3225 
Bob Millerð515.360.0030 
Beth Sagarð515.418.3683 

August Campers 

They love to receive mail 
 while they are at camp.       
Send mail to:  
Campers name, the camp #  
Christian Conference Camp 
5064 Lincoln St. 
Newton, Iowa  50208 
Or email them at: 
christianconferencecenter@gmail.com 

JACOB MARTIN #13 Aug 7-12 Chi-Rho 

JULIE UNDERWOOD  #25 Aug 14-16 Fair Camp 

ZAK UNDERWOOD #25 Aug 14-16 Fair Camp 

http://www.mountainchristian.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=105270
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205:20&version=NIV


Interim Pastor Tim Diebel 
Cell Phone: 515.201.8503    
Email:  timdiebel@gmail.com 

 
CAPtions: 

 
 

Our gardenõs second season is beginning to sprout. There were, 
after all, those spaces to fill.  Some of those empty rows resulted from early growing crops ð lettuces and      

spinach and radishes, for example -- that had performed admirably in their time, but by this time in the season 
were spent. Some things just can't stand the heat.  Several rows had been occupied by long growing varieties 
planted last fall that over-winter and finally mature mid-summer.  Other gaps were the result of seeds planted 

that never really grew.  That seems to happen every year, and it's never the same vegetable.  Rows on either side 
that are sown with this or that, sandwiching a row that remains bare.  Same soil.  Same conditions.   

Same rains and sun and weeding attention.  Different results.   
 

And so this second season ð seeds planted in early July that will mature in autumn, in time to harvest before the 
first frost. It has been fascinating to learn about life cycles and health requirements at the ground level.  Some 
plants have a quick burst and then are spent.  Some mature at a glacial pace, but reward those who can muster 

adequate patience.  Some like the heat, while others sweeten with a little frost.  Some trudge along like camels in 
the garden, surviving long stretches without water; others are constantly thirsty.  And some fizzle out altogether. 

 
My job is to constantly pay attention -- anticipating, responding, intervening, assessing.   

And, of course, replanting. 
 

As with our job as the church.  Some things show early promise, but abruptly fizzle.  Others quickly blossom 
and show their colors and then are finished for the season.  Some special projects have occupied us this  

summer but are now accomplished. Vacation Bible School has come and gone.   
It won't be long before those staple crops ð Sunday School, youth programming, choirs ð are back in season.   

And there are those longer term seeds ð the search process ð still maturing.   
 

And collectively we will pay attention.  Because this life we share as congregation isn't a machine that we simply 
keep oiled and filled with gas.  It's a garden with all kinds of things constantly withering, sprouting, fruiting and 

finishing, each with its own special needs.   
Together we anticipate, respond, intervene, assess, water and weed ð all that, plus the fun part:  harvest.   

Thanks for all you do. 
 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday ð if not before. 

Timothy Cap Diebel 



Chi-Rho and CYF News 

The youth group kickoff will be Sunday, August 28, at the 
Bracewellsõ. There will be a cookout, games, maybe a hayrack 
ride, and generally hanging out. We will meet from 5:30-7:30 
pm. Feel free to bring a friend. 
 
Chi Rho youth group is for students in 6-8th grades, leaders are 
Katie Temple and Mike Miller, Julie Underwood.  
CYF (Christian youth Fellowship) is for 9-12th graders, leaders 
Deb and Mike Bracewell.                 
                                                          Submitted by Katie Temple            

Noisy Offering Report 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
our May Noisy Offering. You donated 
$233.38 toward our CYF Mission 
Trip. Our June offering of $167.85 
was used for  our VBS expenses. July 
noisy offering will go toward Back to 
School Supplies expenses at Runnells Elementary and 
August donations will be used for Freeway Friday ex-
penses!                    
Thank you for your support! 

Runnells Christian Church Directory  
You may view it online:  

http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/74003736/churchdirectory.pdf  
                                             Members, ask the church office for the password.  
 
Or you may download a free Mobile App:  

Mobile App ñ-Members can view the directory from your  
iPhone, iPad, Android      or Kindle Fire by downloading the  
Free  Members App if your email address is in the directory .      

                                   Search   for "Instant Church Directory" in the Apple App                              
                                   Store, Google   Play, or Amazon App store.  

 
We will have paper copies available in the office.  

Need help? Please call the office at 515.966.2587 or email.  

If you would like to update your contact information, please call or 
email the church office.  

If you would like to add a photo or update your photo:  

Simply follow the link below to easily upload your own photo to insert into the church  
directory. On your phone? Snap a quick 'selfie' now and upload.  
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/submit_photo.aspx?id=a4ee76d6 -742a -479b -
a36f -9cbc1c06612a  

http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/74003736/churchdirectory.pdf


VBS 2016, had a total of 87 kids participating and more than 50 volunteers throughout the week.  

Thank you to everyone who was a part of this great ministry! 
A big thank you to our VBS director, Beth Sagar.  Beth spent many hours prior to VBS planning, scheduling and    

recruiting. We thank you for all your efforts.  

Our mission collection, $475.32, will go towards the purchase of three schools of 

fish fingerlings through Heifer International. Included in this gift is training in 

fish farming techniques, proper feeding and water temperatures. Our donation of 

fish fingerlings: Increases daily nutrition with lean, healthy fish protein and en-

courages self-reliance by teaching skills in fish farming and passes on the Gift in 

a relatively quick time, allowing others to benefit. The old saying goes, "Teach a 

man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime." This gift allows you to do just that. 

Families with this gift see an increase in both health (thanks to the protein) and 

income (since fish are easy to sell). And when farmers Pass on the Gift of finger-

lings to others in their community, the impact of your support goes even further.  

Thank you for your donations!  


